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a first member [section] with at least a portion adapted to pass through the tissues, or 
tissue and graft [be removably joined to a tissue and/or graft piercing implement]; [and] 
a second member [section] adjacent to said first [secfion] member; and 
a third member adjacent to said second member [and adapted to be releasably gripped by 
a staple applying instrument], said s&^»H</ [first] and third members [second sections]capable of 
moving fi-om a first orientation, where portions of said members [first and second sections] are 
spaced apart sufficiently to receive me tissues, or tissue and graft[,] therebetween, to a second 
orientation [,] where said members [first and second sections] lie in contact with the tissues, or 
1^ tissue and graft. \ 'Z-'Z^ 

■'2^3 ^J/^ (Amended) A surgical staple as recited in clairn^, [further comprising a third 
section adjacent to said second secfion,] wherein said first member is [third section] capable of 
being bent with respect to said second [section] member and said third member has a recess 
adapted to receive at least a portion of said first member. 

(Amended) y ^surgi^ al sta ^e as raited injclaim ftji|ther c|3mpris|ng a piercing 
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^implement repiovably joined to said first member [section]. 

^ 3j/^ (Amended) A surgical staple system for fastening tissues, or tissue and graft, 
together, comprising: 

a staple including at least a first section adjacent to a second section, said first and second 
secfions capable of moving from a first orientation, where said first and second secfions are 
^ spaced apart sufficiently to receive the tissues, or tissue and graft, therebetween, to a second 
■ y orientation, where said first and second sections lie in contact with the tissues, or tissue and graft; 

and 

a single needle capable of aligning and skewering the tissues, or tissue and graft, said 
needle being [removably] attached to one of said first or second sections of said staple. 



36. (Twice Amenofed) A supgical fastener system, comprising: 
a staple including at leasMirst and^econd joined sections; 
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a single needle affixeq adjacent to an end of one section of said at least first and second 
joined sections; and 

an instrument capable ofWianipulating said needle in a minimally invasive procedure 
such that said needle skewers a firs\tissuep&graft, aligns said first tissue or graft to a desired 
position with respect to a second tissJie or gi[^, and skewers said second tissue or graft, and said 
instrument capable of folding said at least first and second joined sections with respect to each 
other to secure said first tissue or graft ta said second tissue or graft between said at least first 
and second joined sections of the staple. 
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. \ (New) A surgical fastener a^ recite| in claim 26 wherein said firstjm 
Ls,includesamer^nge\^. \^ L ^ L - 
L^O (New) A surgical fastener as recited in claim .^f^herein said first member 

defines a h/a'le providing passage for at least a portion of said first member therethough. 
^ ^ (New) A surgical staple system as recited in claim ^ w^r^n said needle is 

removably ajiached to one of said first or section secfions of said staple. 

(New) A surgical staple system as recited in clairn^v^rein said needle is 
fixedly atta^ed to one of said first or second section of said staple. (^^"l^ 
rj/l 1^ (New) A surgical staple system as recited in claim ^^^^^Twherein one of said first or 
second sections defines a hole providing passage for at least a portion of said needle 
therethrou^ _ / 

w /2. (New) A surgical staple system as recited in claini^ wherein said needle is 
integr^'witl}/One of said first or second secfions of said staple. C^i^ 
f i/ ^il). (New) A surgical staple system as recited in claim wherein one of said first or 
second sections defines a hole providing passage for at least a portion of said needle 
therethrough. 

74. (New) A surgical fastene^Wde by skewering tissue or tissues and graft by a 
piercing element attached to a firsfl(sWion,^nd bending said first section and a second secfion 




mto opposing orientation.""^ 
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